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Cabinet 63 times. In the Ministry of the Interior in all manner of
capacities 2957 Slovaks were employed in Slovakia alone and 113
more in Czech regions and in Carpathia. In the gendarmerie there
were 1133 Slovaks, and in the offices of local and district notaries
900. In the judiciary Slovaks had been attaining increasing promi-
nence with 227 of diem on the list of active judges, 81 in the so-
called preparatory judicial service and with Dr. Fajonor and Dr.
Zaturestsky as heads of the Supreme Court of the Republic. The
Minister of Justice, Dr. Ivan Derer, was a Slovak. The Prime
Minister, Hodza, was a Slovak. Four of the ministers in foreign
lands were Slovaks. The post office had on its payroll 5626 Slovaks,
4018 of them in Slovakian and the rest in Czech territories and hi
sub-Carpathia. On the railways 14,562 Slovaks had been given
employment. Thus in the official life of the country Slovaks had
attained high and widespread distinction, of a kind that never
would have been granted them under Hungarian rule. Had not
Tiso, once Prime Minister of Hungary, proclaimed in 1912 that the
country was no longer facing a Slovak problem because there were
no longer any Slovaks in the land?

Immense also was the self-esteem which the Republic had stirred
in the Slovak. He had known only obeisance under Hungary. He
was inferior to the Hungarian, to the official, or to any one in a
uniform or with authority over him. Since every tenth Hungarian
was a nobleman, low or high, he needed ever to be mindful of the
homage that he was to accord to any member of the nobility. " Your
Excellency," "Your Highness," " Your Illustriousness," and other
appellations that had lingered in Hungary for centuries he was
under obligation to respect. He saw the world divided into
numerous categories, high and low, with himself, especially if he
was a peasant, in the very lowest. But the Republic had made a
clean sweep of these differentiations. Tides were wiped out, appel-
lations of homage were denounced, superiorities of one man over
another because of birth were outlawed. The young generation
rapidly cast aside the old sense of inferiority and lifted high its head,
It was an honour now and a glory to be a Slovak!

I have dealt at length on the transformations that the Revolution
had wrought in Slovaks and in Slovakia because a knowledge of the
nature and magnitude of this transformation is indispensable to an